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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.

© UCLES 2018 Page 2 of 8



0518/01

Section 1

Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme

PUBLISHED

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

AO1 Reading
R1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and attitudes [16 marks]

R2: demonstrate understanding of how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and
influence readers [9 marks]
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Section 2
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

AO1 Reading

R3: analyse, evaluate and develop facts, ideas and opinions
R4: select and synthesise information for specific purposes.
[15 marks]

AO2 Writing

W1: communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively

W?2: sequence facts, ideas and opinions

Wa3: use a range of appropriate vocabulary

W4 use tone, style and register appropriate to audience and context
W5: make accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[10 marks]

Candidates should draw their content from Passages B and C. The list below is indicative and is not
exhaustive. Other relevant points from the passages may be included.

The mark for Reading is awarded based on Table A, on the next page.
The mark for Writing is awarded based on Table B, on the next page.

Indicative content

Evaluation of the arguments requires candidates to draw inferences and make judgements. Evidence
should be derived from the ideas and examples in both passages, developing claims and assessing
their implications with clear and persuasive arguments.

(* is to be shown after those which appear in more than one list)
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Table A, Reading:
Use the following table to give a mark out of 15 for Reading.
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Band 1

13-15

R3: The candidate shows evidence of successful analysis and evaluation in the
choice of a wide range of facts, ideas and opinions from the passages.

R4: Synthesises a wide range of evidence and is consistently and effectively
focused on the task.

Band 2

10-12

R3: The candidate includes a range of relevant facts, ideas and opinions from
the passages. There is some evidence of analysis and evaluation.

R4: Synthesises a range of evidence and has a clear focus on the task.

Band 3

7-9

R3: The candidate identifies enough relevant points to fulfil the task, but misses
opportunities to analyse and evaluate them.

R4: Selects a range of evidence and is mostly focussed on the task.

Band 4

4-6

R3: The candidate identifies some relevant points but does not adequately fulfil
the task. Little awareness of analysis or evaluation.

R4: Selects some straightforward evidence and is sometimes focused on the
task..

Band 5

R3: The candidate identifies very few relevant points. No awareness of
analysis or evaluation.

R4: Offers very limited evidence, with little focus on the task.

Band 6

A mark of zero should be awarded for no creditable content.
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Table B, Writing:
Use the following table to give a mark out of 10 for Writing.

Band 1 9-10 | W1: The response is highly effective, convincing and imaginative.

W2: Well organised and carefully structured for the benefit of the reader.
W3: Vocabulary consistently well chosen and precise.

W4: Consistently appropriate register for audience and purpose.

WS5: Spelling, punctuation and grammar almost always accurate.

Band 2 7-8 W1: The response is clear and effective. Shows some imagination.

W2: Secure overall structure with some helpful organisation of ideas and
information.

W3: Vocabulary is mostly well chosen, with some precision.

W4: Mostly appropriate register for audience and purpose.

WS5: Spelling, punctuation and grammar generally accurate.

Band 3 5-6 W1: The response is comprehensible, although not always convincing.

W2: Ideas are generally well sequenced.

W3: Vocabulary may be plain but adequate.

W4: Some awareness of an appropriate register for audience and purpose.
WS5: Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar, which are minor
and do not impede communication.

Band 4 34 W1: The response is sometimes unclear and generally unconvincing.

W2: Sequence of ideas is not always clear.

Wa3: Vocabulary simple, not always appropriate.

W4: Little awareness of appropriate register.

WS5: Frequent serious errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar, affecting
communication.

Band 5 1-2 W1: The response is difficult to follow. Lacks coherence.

W?2: Little or no evidence of attempt to sequence ideas.

Wa3: Vocabulary limited and/or inappropriate.

W4: No awareness of appropriate register.

WS5: Persistent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar impede
communication.

Band 6 0 A mark of zero should be awarded for no creditable content.
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